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Joana Vasconcelos completed 50 years old in 2021.

Joana has 50 unique sketchbooks with notes, ideas, studies and collages that drive 
her creative work. To celebrate the date, Joana has decided to share these personal 
secrets with the creation of a unique project: a case-box, in a large format. Inside it, 
a handmade book and a tile panel, unique in each copy, both signed by the artist.

So far, 10 editions of these artists’ notebooks have been launched, with only 9 copies 
each. The pieces, manufactured with the extreme rigour of craftsmanship that each 
work requires, were all produced in Portugal by the Urucum publishing house.

Founded by Lucia Bertazzo, Urucum is the Portuguese successor of the Brazilian 
publishing house UQ! Editions which, together with Leonel Kaz, has already 
produced graphic designs from originals by the artists and writes like Antonio Dias, 
Pedro Cabrita Reis, Frans Krajcberg, Luiz Zerbini, Haroldo de Campos, José Eduardo 
Agualusa and others. These editions are present in several international collections, 
such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Museum of Modern Art, the Getty 
Research Institute and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, among others.

More details can be found in the websites www.urucum.com 
and www.uqeditions.com. 

Let’s recap, each copy is made up of:

BOX: a box case (48 x 38 cm) in which each print is covered in different materials 
such as cork, mirror, fabrics, wallpapers...
There are 10 materials used in the boxes, the book bindings and in the tile supports.

TILES: a panel with 12 tiles each already mounted on a structure ready to be hung. 
It is important to point out that, in each print run, there are 9 different tiles, with 
Joana’s original signature on the back of each unique copy.

BOOK: a large book printed on Hahnemuhle paper made of bamboo fibre, 300 grams, 
reproduces one of the artist’s notebooks, with all the nuances of colour or collages 
just like the original. It is bound with handmade marbled paper.

LETTER: a notebook of images and notes, of great visuality, would need a letter, 
of course. Hence the artist’s proposal to Valter Hugo Mãe to include in each 
of the printings, an original letter written by him, reproduced at the beginning 
of each notebook.



Joana Vasconcelos
Os Cadernos da Minha Vida
A unique project: a large-format “box-case” in 9 copies. 
Inside, a handcrafted book and a tile panel, unique in each copy, 
both signed by the artist. 

EUR 5.300 (VAT Included) 

only a unique tile panel 
EUR 3.180 (VAT Included)
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